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PROFILE—LISA PARKER 

     A longtime resident of Carmel with two daughters who are now a 

freshman and a senior at Carmel High, Lisa Parker was well aware of the 

Carmel Unified School District and was more than impressed by how it was 

run. 

 

     Although she was comfortable at Toro Park Elementary School, where 

she had been a third grade teacher for the past dozen years, the lure of the 

CUSD was ever present – in both the geographic and educational senses – 

and she was ready for something different. 

 

     Her interest in relocating to the CUSD, which was nurtured while living 

in Carmel, reached its fruition when Mrs. Parker was hired as a fourth grade 

teacher at Tularcitos School at the start of the 2016-2017 school year.  She is 

delighted to be on board. 

 

     “I love it.  It’s a warm, open, inviting campus, and the families have been 

very supportive,” she says about Tularcitos, a kindergarten through fifth 

grade school that is located in the heart of Carmel Valley Village. 

 

     Mrs. Parker grew up in Millbrae on the San Francisco Peninsula and 

earned her Bachelor’s of Arts degree and multi-subject teaching credential at 

San Jose State.   

 

     Her first teaching position followed shortly.  It was at Blackford 

Elementary School in the Campbell Union School District in San Jose, 

where she taught the third, fourth and fifth grades for 15 years, 

simultaneously earning a Master’s Degree in curriculum construction and 

design at National University in San Jose in the evenings. 

 

     She and her family moved to Carmel 13 years ago.  Although the 

commute to Toro Park was not a long one, the trip to Tularcitos is 

considerably shorter. 

 

     As a teacher and a parent, CUSD, Mrs. Parker could gauge the CUSD 

from two perspectives. 

 

     “I was watching the district, and I was ready for a change,” she says.  

And the CUSD was delighted she was available. 

 

     Mrs. Parker says the 13 girls and 10 boys in her classroom are 

“inquisitive and enjoyable.  They are engaged and they make each day fun.  

They really want to learn.” 
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     She believes in interactive education and her students are frequently in 

motion in the classroom, working with one another. 

 

     “I look for collaboration and cooperation and a lot of movement,” she 

says.  “Sometimes they partner with one another and sometimes they work 

in small groups.  There is always student team building.” 

 

     Transitioning into a new teaching environment can be challenging, but 

Mrs. Parker is very much at ease. 

 

      “You have to figure out the rhythm of a new school,” she says.  “Every 

school has a different rhythm and culture.  I don’t think there is a right and 

wrong say.  You have to adapt.” 

 

     Among the many aspects of Tularcitos that Mrs. Parker finds remarkable 

are the numerous enrichment classes. 

 

     Specialists are brought in on a weekly basis to teach Spanish, music, 

computer science, library skills and physical education, and once a month 

for art and gardening.  

 

      It came as no surprise to her family that she wanted to become a teacher.  

Her grandmother was a first grade teacher in a suburb of Chicago, and her 

mother taught the first grade in Anderson, Ind.  Teaching is a proud family 

tradition. 

 

      Looking back on her first day with her students in August, she says, “I 

think that I was more nervous that the kids.  They wanted to know, ‘Who is 

this new person?’ And I wanted to know who they are.” 

 

     Those relationships have developed, solidified and prospered. 

…Lewis Leader 

#   #   # 


